
Equipping people with LifeSkills
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The UK is facing a significant gap in core, transferable 
employability skills, such as problem solving, 
leadership and creativity.

LifeSkills, created with Barclays, helps people develop 
the skills and experiences they need to enter the 
world of work. 

Since 2013, more than 7.7m young people across the 
UK have participated in the programme.

Over three quarters of UK secondary schools, 
colleges and universities have signed up to provide 
LifeSkills.

Thanks to LifeSkills:

79% 
understand how to  
use technology 

82% 
can tackle  
problems

79% 
understand 21st  
century skills

78% 
have higher 
ambitions

88% 
are more 
motivated

64% 
worked or 
volunteered

 That’s nearly 

75,000  
educators actively using  

the programme

By 2022,  
we aim to help  

a further  

10m 
 people



We believe that economic success 
 comes from the hard work of people  
and businesses in local communities  
around the UK. 

Through our ‘Thriving Local Economies’ 
initiative, we are helping to identify the 
drivers of, and barriers to, local economic 
success. Partnering with Demos Projects,  
we are learning what makes a local  
economy thrive. 

Our initiative focuses on four pilot areas 
that represent different types of place: 
a smaller town, a rural area, a coastal 
community and in our first pilot Bury,  
in Lancashire - a metropolitan area. 

In each pilot area, we are undertaking local 
research to better understand the economy 
on the ground. We are working with local 
authorities, MPs, community groups and 
businesses to get their views and insights 
into local opportunities and challenges. 

Thriving local 
economies 

“I can’t wait to see how the work in 
Bury progresses. I am pleased by the 
commitment that Barclays is showing 
to Bury. A three-year partnership 
with businesses, schools and the 
Local Authority will, I hope, see the 
community continue to thrive.” 

Andy Burnham,  
Mayor of Greater Manchester



Backing entrepeneurs 
to succeed
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Eagle Labs is one of the 
largest incubator networks 
for start-ups and scale-ups 
in the UK

Designed to drive innovation and digital 
transformation, our national network 
supports ambitious entrepreneurs and 
businesses through: 

• Incubation for high-growth businesses 
looking to scale quickly

• A collaborative working environment 

• Business strategy mentoring from  
scale-up specialists and industry experts

• A curated series of business events  
and training 

• Access to new and emerging  
4.0 technologies 

• Onsite rapid prototyping for product 
design and testing

• Digital fabrication with dedicated 
technical support

• Specialist industry programmes 
through partnerships with associations, 
universities, corporates and start-ups

• Access to our large partner network 

Eagle Labs statistics as of April 2019:



The Barclays Accelerator, powered by Techstars, 
is a 13-week programme hosted in three Rise 
locations - New York, London and Tel Aviv - 
focusing on the next generation of FinTech 
businesses that tackle some of the biggest 
challenges in banking and beyond.

150+  
companies 

 graduated from the 
programme

We launched  
in Scotland  

and we have  

plans to spread  
the programme elsewhere  

in the UK in 2019

Rise Growth 
Investments  

is making up to  

£10 million  
of investment capital 

available to each 
Accelerator  
programme

Combined valuation 
estimated at  

$1 billion



Rise is a global community of the world’s top 
innovators working together with Barclays’ 
colleagues, partners and clients. Through 
events and workshops, Rise stimulates industry 
collaboration, customer engagement and 
product development, and fuels growth through 
connections to Barclays, our clients and corporates.

5 
 physical sites in key 
technology locations

250+ 
Rise members 

globally

90k+ 
visits to Rise  

in 2018

Connect

Bring together the 
ecosystem through events 

that engage FinTechs, 
industry, government and 

academic institutions

Create

Stimulate industry 
collaboration, customer 

engagement and product 
development

Scale

Fuel growth through 
connections to Barclays, 

our clients and corporates

Created by



Building homes  
for the future
In 2018, Barclays Corporate Bank launched 
a £1bn Housing Delivery Fund with the UK 
Government to boost the pace and volume 
of house building across England. 

This Fund supports the delivery of new 
homes, including social housing, retirement 
living and apartments for rent, whilst also 
encouraging greater innovation on how 
housing is delivered, such as brownfield land 
and urban regeneration projects.

“My priority as Housing Secretary is 
to get Britain building the homes our 
country needs.  This fund - partnering 
Homes England with Barclays - is 
a further important step by giving 
smaller builders access to the finance 
they need to get housing developments 
off the ground.”

Rt Hon James Brokenshire MP, 
Secretary of State for Housing, 
Communities and Local Government



Pioneering  
green finance
With financing requirements of $90trn in sustainable 
infrastructure by 2030 to meet the Paris Climate Agreement, 
there is growing demand and opportunities for businesses 
to support both investors and borrowers. 

Barclays published a new statement on energy and climate 
change in January 2019 which sets out our approach to 
energy sectors with higher carbon-related exposures. 

We remain committed to the green bond market as an 
investor and continue to expand our green bond portfolio. 
We also expanded our green product portfolio to new 
segments last year, including:

Launching the first 
green mortgage for 

retail customers by a 
mainstream UK bank

Adding Green  
Trade Finance to our 
Corporate Banking 
green product set 
alongside loans, 

deposits and  
asset finance

Structuring several 
innovative transactions 

such as the first 
Sustainability linked 

Revolving Credit Facility 
for a US borrower

Setting up a Sustainable 
and Thematic research 

team and launching 
ESG-linked  

index products

Barclays facilitated 

£27.3bn 
in social and  

environmental  
financing 

in 2018



Social  
Innovation Facility

Barclays’ Social Innovation Facility (SIF) 
incubates financial products and services 
that have commercial value and a sustained 
social or environmental impact. SIF works 
with ideas created by innovators within 
Barclays – our intrapreneurs – and supports 
them through the product-development 
process, from scoping out the market, to 
commercialising the opportunity.

To date, we have invested 
in almost 60 projects in the 
US, UK, and Asia-Pacific. 

In 2018, with support from our SIF, we 
established Barclays’ Social Impact Banking 
Group to identify early-stage positive impact 
companies and advise them on growing 
their businesses. We support a number of 
businesses across industries, including:

• Sustainable agriculture

• Recycling

• Energy storage

• Electric transportation

• Financial services 



Creating  
more pathways  
to employment

Barclays’ Connect with Work provides 
people from often overlooked communities 
with vital work skills and connects them 
to businesses that are recruiting, including 
Barclays’ clients and suppliers. 

Together with a selection of charity partners, 
we train people in the job-specific skills 
that businesses are looking for – providing 
a pipeline of new, diverse talent – and have 
already supported thousands of people into 
work globally. 

In 2019, Barclays 
committed to helping  

250,000 
 people into wor 

by 2022



Empowering local 
talent with skills  
for tech jobs
In Nevada, almost 10% of young adults aged  
16-24 are unemployed.

A Barclays team in Henderson, Nevada, 
partnered with local non-profit and Connect 
with Work delivery partner, Tech Impact, 
to develop training to support unemployed 
young adults. The initiative has been 
recognised by the Governor of Nevada,  
the Mayor of Las Vegas and the Las Vegas 
City Council.

Barclays helped Tech Impact 
by volunteering  

250+ hours  
to deliver the training

Tech Impact provides 

workforce 
development 

to disadvantaged youths in 
the region

More than  

80 students 
have graduated and  

80% have received at least 
one job offer within  

30 days of completing  
the programme

Seven graduates 
have been hired at Barclays’ 

Henderson office



Scaling positive 
impact businesses

Unreasonable Impact, co-created by Barclays 
and Unreasonable Group, is the world’s 
first international network of accelerators 
focused on scaling up entrepreneurial 
businesses that will help employ thousands 
worldwide. These businesses are solving 
some of society’s most pressing challenges.

Held annually in the Americas, UK & Europe, 
and Asia Pacific, each programme is 
carefully designed to support growth stage 
ventures with advice and guidance from a 
global community of world-class mentors 
and industry specialists, including experts 
from across Barclays. 

Unreasonable Impact US

Unreasonable Impact Asia Pacific

Our global network 
consists of over  

90 ventures

Collectively reaching over 

100 million  
customers

Supporting more than 

20,000 jobs



Supporting 
infrastructure and 
economic growth
Barclays has helped raise in excess of £2.6bn  
for 27 UK-based higher education institutions 
since 2012.

In 2018, we helped 22 clients raise US$6.5bn  
in the private capital markets, including UK 
utilities, social housing, charities, education 
institutions, Real Estate Investment Trusts 
(REITs) and corporates.

Renewable energy

Clean Technology

Education

Affordable Housing

National and 
Supranational 
development 
 institutions

Helping to build a sustainable  
banking system

By 2025, we will facilitate £150bn of social and 
environmental financing, including funding for 
sectors such as:



Supporting football  
for everyone

It doesn’t matter who you are or where you’re from. 
Football’s about opportunity.

That’s why we’re making the UK’s single biggest 
investment into women’s sport.

From the 2019/20 season we will become the title 
sponsor of the FA Women’s Super League, lead 
partner of the FA Girls’ Football School Partnerships, 
and continue as Official Banking Partner of the 
Premier League.


